To:  

Indian River High School Parents, Guardians, and Students 

Date:

September 16, 2011

What a great beginning we have had to the 2011-2012 school year!  Thanks to all of our staff, students and parents for their assistance during the first weeks of school. We appreciate your patience and understanding while we continue to manage our ever-increasing enrollment. This new school year will again include the highest expectations for our students' academic and social growth, as well as multiple opportunities for personal development.  As we move forward, please keep the following in mind:

· Academically, Indian River High School continues to raise the level of rigor in our coursework. The results of last spring's Regents exams indicate that we are well on our way to great success in all academic areas.  The record percentage of students graduating with a Regents Diploma and double-digit increases in our overall graduation rate also show that we are keeping pace with the demands of New York State’s high standards. We will continue working to prepare our students for the ever-increasing level of assessment and accountability as they progress towards graduation. 
· In addition to our strong academic and extracurricular programs, the following items will continue as “themes” or focus points:

· “Environmental Awareness.” Several exciting classroom, extracurricular, and community outreach activities are in the planning stages.  More information will be forthcoming.

· Defining and Maintaining a Culture of Acceptance – again, with a curricular and extracurricular base.  “Dignity for All’ in the both the formal (NYS Law) and informal (school program sense) will continue to be our norm.  
· A safe and secure environment is necessary for our focus on high standards for academic excellence. I would like to commend the students for a smooth beginning to the school year, and remind everyone that focused instructional time in the classroom is essential for success.  Electronic items, dress, or activities that may serve as distractions to the learning process are prohibited. This is a School District policy and it will be upheld at the High School. 
· Our school-wide emphasis on daily attendance is imperative. Indian River High School will strive for an average daily attendance rate of at least 95% through the school year.  On the occasion that a student is absent, it is imperative that an excuse be provided to the school on the day the student returns.  These excuses are collected from students each morning in the main foyer.  Additionally, it is important to remind students that being tardy to class jeopardizes their success as a result of missing instructional time. 
I am very proud to be a part of this exciting high school community. Communication is key, so please feel free to contact us with your concerns as well as any words of encouragement.  Working together, we will meet the needs of all of our students. The faculty and staff are all looking forward to an outstanding school year!  
Sincerely, 
Troy W. Decker. Principal






